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Note on Strategic Environmental Assessment and Habitats 

Regulations 

 

Strategic Environmental Assessment 

1. In line with the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (as 

amended), the District Council carried out a screening exercise to consider whether an 

Environment Report was required to accompany the Glenfield Neighbourhood Plan (Glenfield 

NP). This exercise was undertaken in September 2021 prior to the Regulation 14 consultation. It 

determined that the Glenfield NP is unlikely to have significant environmental effects and gave 

reasons for this decision.  

2. A screening determination, alongside the screening report, was published on the District 

Council’s website. 

3. A review of the Glenfield NP as submitted under Regulation 15 indicates that no changes have 

been made that will change the result of the Screening exercise and determination. 

4. Copies of the Screening Report and Determination are attached as Appendix A and B. 

 

Habitats Regulations Assessment 

5. In line with the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017, the District Council 

carried out a Screening Report in September 2021 to consider whether or not the Glenfield NP 

requires an Appropriate Assessment to be undertaken.  

6. It was concluded that an Appropriate Assessment was not required to accompany the Glenfield 

NP. Further detail about the reasons behind this conclusion is provided in the Screening Report. 

7. A review of the Glenfield NP as submitted under Regulation 15 indicates that no changes have 

been made that will change the result of the Screening exercise. 

8. A copy of the Screening Report for Appropriate Assessment is attached as Appendix C. 
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APPENDIX A - Strategic Environmental Assessment Screening Report  
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Introduction and Overview 

1.1 Glenfield Parish Council is in the process of preparing a Neighbourhood Plan. 

1.2 The District Council has carried out a Screening Report to consider whether or not 

the Glenfield Neighbourhood Plan (Glenfield NP) requires a Strategic Environmental 

Assessment (SEA) to be undertaken. This report supercedes the one prepared in 

June 2021. 

1.3 This report has concluded that a SEA is not required to accompany the Glenfield 

Neighbourhood Plan. Further detail about the reasons behind this conclusion is 

provided in the report. 

1.4 This report has been sent to the three consultation bodies (Historic England, Natural 

England and Environment Agency) to seek their views on its contents.  Their 

responses will be attached in Appendix 1. 
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Legislation 

2.1 The legal basis for requiring Strategic Environmental Assessment is the Environmental 

Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004, commonly referred to as the ‘SEA 

Regulations’. Further details on the SEA Regulations are contained in the Government’s 

National Planning Practice Guidance on ‘Strategic environmental assessment and 

sustainability appraisal’. This report also draws upon guidance set out in ‘A Practical 

Guide to the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive’ (ODPM 2005). 

2.2 One of the basic conditions that will be tested by the independent examiner is whether the 

making of the neighbourhood plan is compatible with relevant legal obligations including 

Strategic Environmental Assessment. 

2.3 Whether a neighbourhood plan requires a SEA, and (if so) the level of detailed 

needed, will depend on what is proposed in the draft plan. A SEA may be required, 

for example, where:  

• a neighbourhood plan allocates sites for development;  

• the neighbourhood area contains sensitive natural or heritage assets that may be 

affected by the proposals in the plan; 

• the neighbourhood plan may have significant environmental effects that have 

not already been considered and dealt with through a sustainability appraisal of 

the Local Plan or other strategic policies for the area.  

2.4 To establish whether the plan might give rise to significant environmental affects it is 

necessary to screen the plan against the criteria set out in Schedule 1 of the SEA 

Regulations. This process is carried out in Section 5 of this report.  
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Glenfield Neighbourhood Plan 

3.1 The Glenfield NP encompasses the whole of the Parish of Glenfield and seeks to 

provide a Plan for the time period 2022 to 2029. 

3.2 The current Local Plan within Blaby District comprises of two documents and sets the 

strategic planning framework for the District until 2029: 

• Core Strategy (2013) 

• Delivery Development Plan Document (2019). 

3.3 A new District-wide Local Plan is currently in preparation with an adopted Plan due 

in 2023. At the time of writing the Council has recently completed a second round of 

Regulation 18 consultation. A Regulation 19 (Pre-submission) consultation is due in 

2022.  

3.4 One of the basic conditions is that the Glenfield NP is in general conformity with the 

strategic policies of the area. 

3.5 The Glenfield NP indicates that it reflects community-wide comments, observations 

and concerns and ambitions about the future of the Parish. Taking these into 

account, the Glenfield NP sets out a Vision with aspirations and planning policies to 

help shape future development within Glenfield.  

3.6 The vision:  

“By 2029, Glenfield will be a vibrant, healthy, well balanced community that 

continues to be a great place to live, to be educated, to work and to visit whilst 

maintaining its historic character and separate identity with an attractive 

conservation area and variety of open spaces”. 

3.7 Nine objectives seek to guide actions for local sustainable development and cover 

the following themes: 

• Local character 

• Housing 

• Employment 

• Skills 

• Home working 

• Settlement boundary 

• Open space, biodiversity and amenity 

• Heritage 
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• Health and well-being 

• Burial grounds and allotments. 

3.8 The vision and objectives of the Glenfield NP will be delivered through the use of 30 

planning policies grouped into the following topics: 

• Housing and the built environment 

• Natural and historic environment 

• Climate change 

• Community facilities, health and well-being, transport and employment. 

3.9 A number of policies are of particular relevance to the screening exercise. Policy H1: 

Settlement Boundary supports new development within the settlement boundary, 

subject to the development meeting design and amenity considerations as well as 

Neighbourhood Plan and Local Plan policies. Similarly, Policy H3: Windfall 

Development supports proposals for infill and redevelopment subject to a number of 

criteria being met. Policy CF6: Burial Facilities seeks to provide a burial ground for 

Glenfield. 

3.10 The policies represent the direction and policy aspirations of the Glenfield 

Neighbourhood Plan, and are the basis for the screening assessment for SEA. 

3.11 The Glenfield NP is broadly in conformity with the strategic policies of the adopted 

development plan but there are currently some exceptions relating to strategic 

greenfield designations and employment policies which will need further 

consideration. The strategic policies of the adopted Local Plan comprises the Blaby 

District Local Plan Core Strategy (2013) and updated Core Strategy Policy 15 Open 

space, sport and recreation (2019). 
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Baseline Information 

4.1 This section summarises baseline information for the parish of Glenfield. It draws on 

information set out in the Glenfield NP, supporting evidence documents for the 

Glenfield NP and emerging Local Plan. 

 

Context 

4.2 The village of Glenfield lies to the north of the District in the central part of 

Leicestershire. The built-up areas adjoin the City of Leicester boundary.  

Biodiversity, flora and fauna 

4.3 There are no internationally or nationally designated nature conservation sites 

within the Glenfield Parish. 

4.4 However, there are a number of Local Wildlife Sites (including potential and 

candidate sites) within the Parish including Gynsill Field, Rothley Brook, Glenfield 

A50 Flood Relief Basin, Meadow at Glenfield, Kirby Brook, Groby/Rothley Brook 

tributary and a number of mature tree sites. Some of these Local Wildlife Sites 

extend into neighbouring areas. 

4.5 There are also two Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) within 2km of the Parish 

boundary at Groby Pool and Woods and Sheet Hedges Woods. Five more SSSIs are 

within 5km of the Parish. 

4.6 The Rothley Brook corridor is identified as a key part of the District’s Green 

Infrastructure Network along with disused railway lines. 

4.7 The northern part of the Parish is within Impact Risk Zones (IRZs) for national 

designations (SSSIs) in the area that flag residential development of 100 units or 

more as a potential risk. 

Population 

4.8 At the last Census (2011), there were 9,643 people in Glenfield Parish. The most 

recent Mid-Year Estimates (2019) show a total population of 10,653. 

4.9 The population is ageing. At the census (2011) 22% were residents were aged at 65 

years or over and the latest information indicates that this has increased to 24%. 

Human health 

4.10 There are the following health facilities in the Parish: two doctor’s surgeries 

(Glenfield Surgery and Oakmeadow Surgery), three pharmacies, one dentist and two 

opticians.  

4.11 Three general hospitals are located in Leicester City, the nearest being Glenfield 

Hospital which is located just over the City boundary. 
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Soil 

4.12 Outside of the existing built-up areas, the majority of the Parish is comprised of 

Grade 3 agricultural land, although it is not clear whether the land is Grade 3a (and 

so classed as best and most versatile land). 

Water 

4.13 There is land to the north west of the built-up area of Glenfield that is located within 

Flood Zones 2 and 3 due to the presence of Rothley Brook. Surface water flooding in 

the vicinity of the Rothley Brook and its tributaries is also an issue. 

Air quality 

4.14 There are no Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAs) within the Parish. However, 

there are 2 AQMAs, both declared for nitrogen dioxide due to road transport, within 

2km of the Parish boundaries at: 

• Blaby AQMA3 - M1 corridor between Thorpe Astley and Kirby Muxloe and 

extension areas along A47 Hinckley Road; 

• Leicester AQMA - A large section of the City Centre and along a number of radial 

roads and sections of the ring road.  

4.15 There are also nitrogen oxide monitoring sites in Glenfield and in nearby Parishes. 

For one of these sites at Stamford Street a high level of NO2 was identified in 2018. 

Climatic factors 

4.16 See Water, Air quality and Biodiversity sections. 

Material assets 

4.17 The Neighbourhood Plan proposes to designate two Local Green Spaces at St Peter’s 

Churchyard and Blackthorn and Fishley Belt. Overall, there are 38 open spaces used 

for open space, sport and recreation in the Parish. 

4.18 Two Green Wedges are designated in the Parish: 

• Between Glenfield, Kirby Muxloe, Kirby Fields and towards Ratby, Groby and 

Leicester 

• Between Glenfield towards Beaumont Leys, Anstey and Groby. 

4.19 These are important strategic areas, designated in order to prevent the merging of 

settlements, guide development form, provide a green lung into urban areas and to 

provide a recreation resource. 

4.20 A number of public rights of way cross the Parish, some of which give access to the 

Countryside and nearby villages. The Ivanhoe Way long distance route runs through 

the Parish along the Leicester and Swannington Railway trackbed. 
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4.21 There are two primary schools, Glenfield Primary and The Hall. The Neighbourhood 

Plan indicates that there are sufficient spaces as currently both take pupils from 

outside the District. There is no secondary school within the Glenfield Parish. 

4.22 There is a waste site at Barrows Lane that is safeguarded. 

4.23 There are a number of opportunities for employment in the Parish including key 

employment areas at Optimus Point, Mill Lane Industrial Estate and County Hall. 

4.24 Glenfield District Centre includes a large Morrisons store, local shops and library. 

Neighbourhood Parades at Dominion Road, Elm Tree Avenue/Somerset Drive and 

Faire Road provide shopping and local services to cater for the day to day needs of 

the local community. 

4.25 There are a range of community facilities in the Parish including the Parish Rooms, 

Memorial Hall, Scouts Hut, Churches, Church Centre, Library and Public Houses. 

4.26 A number of bus routes serve the parish and provide public transport to Leicester 

and Coalville some of which provide regular frequency. 

Cultural heritage 

4.27 Glenfield contains a Conservation Area centred on the historic core of the village. It 

includes 12 Listed Buildings (one Grade II*, the Old Tudor Rectory) and a Scheduled 

Monument (Moated site and garden enclosure at Glenfield). 

4.28 Also, the Parish has considerable archaeological interest with local finds providing 

evidence of Neolithic and Bronze Age activity and Roman settlement. There are also 

surviving areas of ridge and furrow. 

Landscape 

4.29 Glenfield falls within the National Character Areas of Charnwood and Leicestershire 

Vales. Locally, the areas outside the built-up area fall within the Urban Fringe 

landscape types and specifically the Rothley Brook Fringe landscape character area. 

Land use is predominantly agricultural land but urban fringe land uses including 

former golf course, sports pitches and pony paddocks influence the landscape. Major 

transport routes and electricity infrastructure are also dominant features.  

4.30 There are no landscape designations within or nearby to the Glenfield Parish. 
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Glenfield Neighbourhood Plan SEA screening 

5.1 An assessment has been carried out to determine whether the Glenfield 

Neighbourhood Plan, at this stage prior to the Regulation 14 consultation, requires 

SEA in accordance with the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes 

Regulations 2004. 

5.2 Figure 1 below is extracted from the Practical Guide to the Strategic Environmental 

Assessment Directive (ODPM, 2005). Whilst it has been superceded by National 

Planning Practice Guidance, it is a useful and relevant guide to the process in making 

SEA screening decisions. 

Figure 1: Criteria against which the requirement for SEA to be screened 

 

  

5.3 Table 1 below sets out the assessment of whether the Glenfield Neighbourhood Plan 

will require a full SEA taking account of the questions set out in Figure 1. 

Table 1: Assessment of likely significant effects of the Glenfield Neighbourhood Plan 

Stage  Yes / 
No 

Reason 

1. Is the NP subject to preparation 
and / or adoption by a national, 
regional or local authority OR 

Yes The Glenfield NP is being prepared under the Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended by the Localism Act 
2011). 



15 
 

Stage  Yes / 
No 

Reason 

prepared by an authority for 
adoption through a legislative 
procedure by Parliament or 
Government? (Art. 2(a)) 

 
The NP is being prepared by Glenfield Parish Council as the 
‘relevant body’ and will be ‘made’ by Blaby District Council 
as the local authority. Once made, the Glenfield NP will form 
part of the statutory Development Plan. 
 
Move to Q2. 

2. Is the NP required by legislative, 
regulatory or administrative 
provisions? (Art. 2(a)) 

No The Glenfield NP is being prepared under the Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended by the Localism Act 
2011) and in accordance with the Neighbourhood Planning 
(General) Regulations 2012 and the Neighbourhood 
Planning (Referendums) Regulations 2012.   
 
There is no requirement to produce a Neighbourhood Plan. 
It is optional. However, once ‘made’ by Blaby District 
Council, it will form part of the statutory Development Plan 
for the area and will be used to consider and determine 
planning applications. It is therefore important that the 
screening process considers whether the NP is likely to have 
any significant effects and so whether an SEA is required. 
 
Move to Q3. 

3. Is the NP prepared for agriculture, 
forestry, fisheries, energy, industry, 
transport, waste management, 
water management, 
telecommunications, tourism, town 
and country planning or land use, 
AND does it set a framework for 
future development consent of 
projects in Annexes I and II to the 
EIA Directive? (Art. 3.2(a)) 

Yes 
and 
No 

The Glenfield Neighbourhood Plan addresses town and 
country planning matters, and does have policies in relation 
to land use. 
 
However, the development proposed does not set a 
framework for future development consent for projects in 
Annexes I and II of the EIA Directive.  
 
Move to Q4 
Move to Q5 

4. Will the NP, in view of its likely 
effect on sites, require an 
assessment under Article 6 or 7 of 
the Habitats Directive? (Art. 3.2 (b)) 

No A Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) screening of the 
Glenfield NP has also been carried out by the District 
Council. The outcome of that works indicates that significant 
effects on the European sites are unlikely. 
 
Move to Q6  

5. Does the NP determine the use of 
small areas at local level, OR is it a 
minor modification of a PP subject 
to Art.3.2? (Art 3.3) 

Yes The Glenfield NP seeks to determine the use of small areas 
at local level. It sets out policies to control and direct 
development for a range of land uses. 

6. Does the NP set the framework 
for future development consent of 
projects (not just projects in 
Annexes to the EIA Directive)? (Art. 
3.4) 

Yes The Glenfield NP will form part of the development plan for 
Glenfield, once made. It will be used to determine planning 
applications and so contributes to setting the framework for 
future development consent. 
 
Move to Q8. 

7. Is the NP’s sole purpose to serve 
national defence or civil emergency, 
OR is it a financial or budget PP, OR 
is it co-financed by structural funds 
or EAGGF programmes 2000 to 
2006/7? (Art. 3.8, 3.9) 

No The Neighbourhood Plan does not deal with these issues. 
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Stage  Yes / 
No 

Reason 

8. Is it likely to have a significant 
effect on the environment? 
 

Yes See Table 2. The Glenfield NP is unlikely to have a significant 
effect on the environment. 
 

 

5.4 Assessing the significance of the environmental effects that a Neighbourhood Plan 

will have depends on the policies within it.  The criteria for assessing significance are 

referred to set out within Schedule I of the SEA Regulations, as shown below. 

Figure 2: Criteria for assessing the significance of environmental effects 

 

 

5.5 Table 2 makes an assessment of the Glenfield NP in terms of criteria to determine 

the likely significance of effects as set out in Schedule 1 of the SEA Regulations. 

Should there be any major changes to the existing policies or introduction of new 

1. The characteristics of plans and programmes, having regard, in particular, to 

• The degree to which the plan or programme sets a framework for projects and other 

activities, either with regards to location, nature, size and operating conditions or by 

allocating resources; 

• The degree to which the plan or programme influences other plans and programmes 

including those in a hierarchy; 

• The relevance of the plan or programme for the integration of environmental 

considerations in particular with a view to promoting sustainable development; 

• Environmental problems relevant to the plan or programme; 

• The relevance of the plan or programme for the implementation of Community legislation 

on the environment (eg. Plans and programmes linked to waste-management or water 

protection) 

2. Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard, in particular, to 

• The probability, duration, frequency and reversibility of the effects; 

• The cumulative nature of the effects; 

• The transboundary nature of the effects; 

• The risks to human health or the environment (eg. due to accidents); 

• The magnitude and spatial extent of the effects (geographical area and size of the 

population likely to be affected); 

• The value and vulnerability of the area likely to be affected due to: 

- Special natural characteristics or cultural heritage; 

- Exceeded environmental quality standards or limit values; 

- Intensive land-use; 

• The effects on areas or landscapes which have a recognised national, Community or 

international protection status. 
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ones, the revised Plan would be subject to a further screening exercise to explore 

whether any significant effects would be likely. 

Table 2: Assessment of Likely Significant Effects of Glenfield Neighbourhood Plan 

SEA Requirement Assessment 

1. The characteristics of plans and 
programmes, having regard, in 
particular, to 

 

• The degree to which the plan or 
programme sets a framework for 
projects and other activities, either 
with regards to location, nature, size 
and operating conditions or by 
allocating resources; 
 

Once made, the Glenfield NP will be part of the 
statutory Development Plan in Glenfield. It will set a 
policy framework for future development within the 
Neighbourhood Area in terms of housing, the built, 
natural and historic environment, climate change 
community facilities, health, transport and 
employment. The Glenfield NP supports 
development of housing and other built uses within 
the existing settlement boundary subject to design 
and amenity considerations. Such development is 
supported by existing strategic Local Plan policies. 
The Glenfield NP also identifies a number of valued 
assets to be protected in terms of Local Green 
Spaces, open spaces, local heritage assets and 
community facilities. 
 
The adopted Blaby District Local Plan Core Strategy 
(2013) identifies Glenfield as part of the Principal 
Urban Area of Leicester in Policy CS1. This policy 
seeks to direct most development to the Principal 
Urban Area with the remainder directed to a 
hierarchy of smaller settlements. It also includes 
strategic greenfield designations including Green 
Wedges 9Policy CS16) and Areas of Separation 
(Policy CS17). 

 

• The degree to which the plan or 
programme influences other plans 
and programmes including those in 
a hierarchy; 

 

The NP must conform to the local strategic 
framework which currently is the Blaby District 
Local Plan Core Strategy. The Glenfield NP must also 
have regard to the National Planning Policy 
Framework. 
 
The Glenfield NP does not have influence over other 
Plans. Once made, it will form part of the statutory 
Development Plan for Glenfield Parish and will be 
used in conjunction with the Core Strategy/Delivery 
DPD to determine planning applications. 

 

• The relevance of the plan or 
programme for the integration of 
environmental considerations in 
particular with a view to promoting 
sustainable development; 

 

One of the Basic Conditions that the Glenfield NP 
must meet is to contribute to the achievement of 
sustainable development. 
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SEA Requirement Assessment 

• Environmental problems relevant to 
the plan or programme; 

 

Baseline information relating to Glenfield Parish 
was described in Section 4. 
 
Key environmental issues relevant to the Glenfield 
NP include: 

• Multiple Local Wildlife Sites within the Parish; 

• Northern part of the Parish falls within the IRZs 
associated with SSSIs in the area that flags 
development of 100 dwellings or more as a 
potential risk; 

• Rothley Brook Corridor and Ivanhoe long 
distance footpath important for wildlife and 
recreation; 

• Potential presence of high quality agricultural 
land; 

• Presence of land within Flood Zones 2 and 3; 

• Two AQMAs within 2km of the Parish 
boundary; 

• A waste site that is safeguarded; 

• Heritage assets including the Glenfield 
Conservation Area, 12 Listed Buildings and a 
Scheduled Monument in the Parish. 

• Areas of surviving ridge and furrow. 

 

• The relevance of the plan or 
programme for the implementation 
of Community legislation on the 
environment (eg. Plans and 
programmes linked to waste-
management or water protection) 

 

The Neighbourhood Plan has to be in conformity 
with the Local Plan, which has already had regard to 
the relevant legislation on the environment.  

 

  

2. Characteristics of the effects and of the 
area likely to be affected, having regard, 
in particular, to 

 

 

• The probability, duration, frequency 
and reversibility of the effects; 

 

The Glenfield NP covers the period 2022 to 2029. 
 
The effect of supporting windfall housing and other 
development within the existing settlement 
boundary (Policies H1, H3, CF2, CF3, CF4 and E2) 
would be long term and permanent. Any effects 
associated with construction are likely to be short 
term and temporary. This approach is already 
supported by the existing Local Plan and will not 
alter the existing situation. 
 
In terms of the other policies of the Glenfield NP, 
the environmental impacts are considered to be 
minimal with policies designed to protect the most 
valuable assets. 
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SEA Requirement Assessment 

• The cumulative nature of the 
effects; 

 

Cumulative effects could result from the Glenfield 
NP, for example in terms of support for 
development within the Settlement Boundary 
(Policies H1, H3, CF2, CF3, CF4 and E2) in 
combination with development that takes place in 
the surrounding areas in Leicester City, Charnwood 
and Hinckley and Bosworth.  
 
At this stage, the approach proposed is no different 
to the existing situation through the strategic 
policies of the Local Plan. 
 
As the new Blaby Local Plan is still under 
preparation, it is not yet possible to assess with 
certainty the amount and location of development 
that may result from the Plan within and close to 
Glenfield. In addition, three neighbouring local 
authority areas, Leicester City, Charnwood and 
Hinckley and Bosworth, that adjoin Glenfield Parish, 
are also preparing Local Plans with similar 
uncertainties arising. 

• The transboundary nature of the 
effects; 

 

The transboundary impacts of the Glenfield NP will 
be limited as any impacts would be very local in 
nature (ie, within the Neighbourhood Area and 
adjoining local authority areas). There is limited 
potential for a degree of impact by the 
development of windfall housing sites or other built 
development beyond the Neighbourhood Area 
boundary (albeit not far beyond) but not across the 
boundaries of Member States. 

 

• The risks to human health or the 
environment (eg. due to accidents); 

 

No risks to human health or the environment have 
been identified from the Glenfield NP. 

 

• The magnitude and spatial extent of 
the effects (geographical area and 
size of the population likely to be 
affected); 

 

The Glenfield NP is concerned with development 
within the Neighbourhood Area, so the magnitude 
and spatial extent of any environmental effects is 
likely to be within Glenfield Parish and adjoining 
local authority areas.  
 
The latest population estimate for Glenfield is 
10,653. 

• The value and vulnerability of the 
area likely to be affected due to: 

o Special natural 
characteristics or cultural 
heritage; 

o Exceeded environmental 
quality standards or limit 
values; 

o Intensive land-use; 
 

There are two nationally designated SSSIs within 
2km of the Glenfield Parish boundary and a number 
of Local Wildlife Sites within the Parish. The 
northern part of the Parish falls within the IRZs 
associated with SSSIs in the area that flags 
development of 100 dwellings or more as a 
potential risk. The Rothley Brook Corridor and 
Ivanhoe long distance footpath are important for 
wildlife and recreation. There are a number of 
heritage assets in the Parish including the Glenfield 
Conservation Area, 12 Listed Buildings and a 
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SEA Requirement Assessment 
Scheduled Monument, archaeological finds and 
areas of surviving ridge and furrow. 
 
The majority of the undeveloped areas of the Parish 
is Grade 3 agricultural land, although it is not clear 
whether this is Grade 3a (best and most versatile 
land) or the lower quality Grade 3b. 
 
There are two AQMAs within 2km of the Parish 
boundary indicating that air pollution limits are 
being exceeded in these areas. Furthermore a 
monitoring station within Glenfield shows that 
limits for nitrogen oxide were exceeded in 2018. 
 
Areas close to the Rothley Brook are subject to 
flooding and the land identified as Flood Zones 2 
and 3. 
 
The Glenfield NP does not seek to develop sites 
outside of the existing settlement boundary, the 
scale of development is limited and the existing 
situation is not changed.. 

• The effects on areas or landscapes 
which have a recognised national, 
Community or international 
protection status. 
 

There are no national, European or internationally 
protected landscapes or areas within the Glenfield 
Parish or within close proximity of its boundary.  
Therefore, it is not considered the NP will have any 
significant effect on these types of sites.   
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SEA Screening Conclusion 

7.1 A screening assessment has been carried out using the criteria from Schedule 1 of 

the SEA Regulations to determine whether or not the Glenfield NP is likely to have 

significant environmental effects when assessed against the topics listed in the SEA 

Regulations. 

7.2 The Glenfield NP sets out a vision, objectives and planning policies to guide 

development in the Parish until 2029. It will set a policy framework for housing, the 

built, natural and historic environment, climate change community facilities, health 

and transport. The Glenfield NP supports development of housing and other built 

uses within the existing settlement boundary subject to design and amenity 

considerations. Such development is supported by existing strategic Local Plan 

policies. The Glenfield NP also identifies a number of valued assets to be protected in 

terms of Local Green Spaces, open spaces, local heritage assets and community 

facilities. 

7.3 The windfall housing and other development supported by the Glenfield NP could 

have a range of environmental effects during the construction period and after 

completion. There are sensitive features including an IRZ for SSSIs, Scheduled 

Monument, Listed Buildings, Conservation Area and areas of flood risk within the 

Parish. The development will also generate additional traffic that will have the 

potential to increase air pollution in the AQMAs. There may also be impacts in terms 

of waste management or water protection. However, the scale of development is 

likely to be small scale and does not change the existing situation in terms of Local 

Plan policy. 

7.4 There are policies in the Glenfield NP and the adopted Blaby Local Plan that may 

provide mitigation but it is not certain at this stage.  

7.5 On the basis of the SEA screening exercise in Tables 1 and 2 above, it is considered 

that the Glenfield Neighbourhood Plan is unlikely to have significant environmental 

effects and therefore does not require a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA). 
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Appendix 1- Responses from Consultation Bodies 
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APPENDIX B - Strategic Environmental Assessment Screening 

Determination 
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Glenfield Neighbourhood Plan 

The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes 

Regulations 2004 (as amended) 

Screening Determination Notice under Regulation 9(1) 
 
 
Regulation 9 of the above Regulations requires Blaby District Council, on behalf of 
Glenfield Parish Council, to determine whether the Glenfield Neighbourhood Plan is 
likely to have significant environmental effects.  
 
Blaby District Council, following consultation with the Environment Agency, Natural 
England and Historic England, has determined that the Glenfield Neighbourhood Plan is 
not likely to have significant environmental effects. It is considered that a Strategic 
Environmental Assessment (SEA) is not required.  
 
This notice fulfils the publicity requirements in accordance with Regulations 11(1) and 
11(2).  
 
Copies of this Screening Determination and the associated Screening Report will be 
available in the following ways: 

• To view or download, free of charge, on the Council’s website 
www.blaby.gov.uk/neighbourhood_planning 

• By email request, free of charge 

• One copy by post on request. A charge may be made for copies of the relevant 
documents being provided by post. The charge will be set in accordance with the 
Council’s latest Schedule of Charges at the time that the request is made. At the 
time of producing this document, there is currently no charge. 

 
The following contact details can be used to request a copy of the documents or to make 
further enquiries: 
 
Email: 
planning.policy@blaby.gov.uk 
 
Postal Address: 
Blaby District Council Offices  
Desford Road  
Narborough  
Leicestershire  
LE19 2EP  
 
Telephone: 
0116 272 7674 
 
 

November 2021  

http://www.blaby.gov.uk/neighbourhood_planning
mailto:planning.policy@blaby.gov.uk
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APPENDIX C - Habitat Regulations Assessment/Appropriate 

Assessment Screening Opinion Report 
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Introduction and Overview 

1.5 Glenfield Parish Council is in the process of preparing a Neighbourhood Plan. 

1.6 The District Council has carried out a Screening Report to consider whether or not 

the Glenfield Neighbourhood Plan (Glenfield NP) requires an Appropriate 

Assessment to be undertaken.  

1.7 This report has concluded that an Appropriate Assessment is not required to 

accompany the Glenfield NP. Further detail about the reasons behind this conclusion 

is provided in the report. The report supercedes the one undertaken in June 2021. 

1.8 This report has been sent to the Natural England, as Statutory Nature Conservation 

Body, to seek its views on its contents.  The response will be attached in Appendix 2. 
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Legislation 

2.1 A HRA is required in order to assess whether a plan has any impact on European 

Sites, either individually or in combination with other plans or projects. The Glenfield 

Neighbourhood Plan constitutes a ‘plan’ that could have potential effects on 

European Sites and is therefore subject to the requirements of the Habitats 

Regulations.  

2.2 The assessment must determine whether the plan would adversely affect, or are 

likely to affect, the integrity of the European sites in relation to their conservation 

objectives. The initial stage of the HRA process is called the screening stage and 

determines if there are any likely significant effects or risk of significant effects 

possible; as a result of the implementation of the plan. If significant effects are 

identified, than the plan will need to be subject to an Appropriate Assessment.  

2.3 The legal basis for requiring an Appropriate Assessment is the Conservation of 

Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended). These Regulations require 

Local Authorities (as a Competent Body) to carry out a Habitats Regulations 

Appraisal (HRA) as part of the development of emerging land use plans including 

Neighbourhood Plans. 

2.4 A HRA Appropriate Assessment, under the Conservation of Habitats and Species 

Regulations 2017 (as amended), identifies whether a plan or project is likely to have 

a significant effect on a habitats site, either alone or in combination with other plans 

or projects. This assessment must determine whether significant effects on that site 

can be ruled out on the basis of objective information. There are a number of stages 

to a HRA and this report is for the first Screening stage. 

2.5 One of the basic conditions that will be tested by the independent examiner is 

whether the making of the neighbourhood plan is compatible with relevant legal 

obligations including Habitat Regulations Assessment. 

The HRA Process 

3.1 The Government has published guidance on how a competent authority must decide 

if a plan or project proposal that affects a European site can go ahead, the ‘Habitats 

regulations assessments: protecting a European site’ (DEFRA, 2021) and Appropriate 

Assessment - Guidance on the use of Habitats Regulations Assessment (MHCLG, 

2019).  

3.2 The guidance indicates that the following European sites are protected by the 

Habitats Regulations and any proposals that could affect them will require an HRA: 

• Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) 

• Special Protection Areas (SPAs) 
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3.3 Any proposals affecting the following sites would also require an HRA because these 

are protected by government policy: 

• Proposed SACs 

• Potential SPAs 

• Ramsar sites - wetlands of international importance (both listed and proposed) 

• areas secured as sites compensating for damage to a European site. 

3.4 A Neighbourhood Plan is a plan that requires HRA. A HRA is needed when the Plan 

may affect a European site. The effect of the Plan might depend on its location. It 

could be: 

• on the site 

• near the site 

• some distance away, for example by causing air, water or noise pollution or 

affecting a feeding area used by one of the site’s designated species. 

3.5 The process can have up to 3 stages. It may not be necessary to complete all stages, 

depending on what is decided at each stage. The stages are: 

1. Screening - to check if the proposal is likely to have a significant effect on the 

site’s conservation objectives. If not, there is no need to go through the 

appropriate assessment or derogation stages. 

2. Appropriate assessment - to assess the likely significant effects of the proposal 

in more detail and identify ways to avoid or minimise any effects. 

3. Derogation - to consider if proposals that would have an adverse effect on a 

European site qualify for an exemption. 

3.6 A precautionary approach is advised in terms of decision making at each stage of the 

HRA process. For example, if cannot rule out: 

• the risk of a proposal having a significant effect on the conservation objectives of 

a European site at stage 1: screening, an appropriate assessment must be carried 

out; 

• all reasonable scientific doubt of an adverse effect on a site’s integrity at stage 2: 

appropriate assessment, the proposal must be refused unless an exemption 

(stage 3: derogation) is justified. 

3.7 This report considers the Screening stage of HRA. It is a simple assessment to check 

or screen if a proposal: 

• is directly connected with or necessary for the conservation management of a 

European site 
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• risks having a significant effect on a European site on its own or in combination 

with other proposals. 

3.8 At this stage, any mitigation measures included by the proposer for the purpose of 

avoiding or minimising risk to a European site should not be considered. These 

mitigation measures need to be considered at the appropriate assessment stage. 

3.9 It is also necessary to check for combined effects. For example nearby proposals for 

planning permission or draft plans. Whilst the Plan alone may not have a significant 

effect, when combined with other plans or proposal it could have a significant effect 

on a European site.  

Baseline information 

4.1 The Habitats Regulations do not set a distance threshold for screening purposes and 

encourage local authorities to create a long list of all sites on which the plan may 

have an impact. A distance of 40km of the Blaby District boundary (as the crow flies) 

was used to assess the Core Strategy and Delivery DPD when the appropriate 

assessment screening exercises were carried out on these documents. 

4.2 The Core Strategy and Delivery DPD Screening Reports found three European sites 

within 40km. It is considered appropriate to consider these three sites in this 

Appropriate Assessment screening assessment for the Glenfield NP.  The three sites 

identified are: 

• Rutland Water Special Protection Area and Ramsar site (Rutland) (about 33km 

from the north east boundary of Glenfield Parish) 

• River Mease Special Area of Conservation (Leicestershire and Derbyshire) (about 

20km from the south west boundary of Glenfield Parish) 

• Ensor’s Pool Special Area of Conservation (Nuneaton, Warwickshire) (about 

23km from the south west boundary of Glenfield Parish). 

 

4.3 Blaby District Council has recently reviewed its Habitat Regulation Assessment 

approach in light of the judgement of the European Court of Justice (ECJ) ruling 

‘People over Wind, Peter Sweetman v Coillte Teoranta’ and other recent cases. In 

summary, the ECJ judgement ruled that ‘mitigation measures’ should be assessed 

within the framework of ‘Appropriate Assessment’ and that it is not appropriate to 

take account of measures intended to avoid or reduce the harmful effects of the 

plan or project on a European site at the screening stage. It is acknowledged that the 

HRA screening report refers to measures that are operated by Anglian Water in 

respect of Rutland Water and by Nuneaton & Bedworth Borough Council in respect 

of Ensor’s Pool. This reflects the current situation and additional mitigation is not 

proposed by the plan. 
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4.4 The details for the three European sites (including why they are designated and their 

conservation objectives etc), are taken from the Core Strategy HRA appropriate 

assessment screening report and updated where appropriate. Details are set out in 

the Tables 1, 2 and 3 below: 

Table 1 Data for Rutland Water SPA 

Description Data 

Name and 
location 

Rutland Water SPA (SK928070) 
1,556.9 ha  
Lying between Oakham and Stamford (approximately 1.4km west and 
5.8km east respectively). 
 

Reasons for 
designation 

Supports wintering waterfowl bird populations of the following species: 
Shovelar Anas clypeata 
Teal Anas crecca 
Wigeon Anas penelope 
Gadwall Anas strepera 
Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula 
Goldeneye Bucephla clangula 
Mute Swan Cygnus olor 
Coot Fulica altra 
Goosander Mergus merganser 
Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 
 

Conservation 
Objectives 

Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as 
appropriate, and ensure that the site contributes to achieving the aims of 
the Wild Birds Directive, by maintaining or restoring;  

• The extent and distribution of the habitats of the qualifying features  

• The structure and function of the habitats of the qualifying features  

• The supporting processes on which the habitats of the qualifying 
features rely  

• The population of each of the qualifying features, and,  

• The distribution of the qualifying features within the site.  
 

Key factors 
affecting site 
integrity 

Maintenance of the current extent, connectivity and quality of feeding 
habitats with areas of open water of varying sizes and depths, suitable 
levels of benthic, aquatic and surface invertebrates, a fish presence which 
does not impact on the dominant macrophyte assemblages, and open 
habitats incorporating suitable feeding pastures with 50m of the water.   

Maintenance of characteristic water quality and quantity is important with 
seasonal changes in levels occurring slowly. 

Maintenance and extent of roosting habitat including mature trees and 
areas of scrub. 

Levels of disturbance should be maintained within necessary noise levels. 
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Description Data 

Existing trends 
and pressures 

• Tree regeneration ability has been reduced through 
deer browsing although this is now being managed  
• Inappropriate weed control 
• High phosphate levels 
• Overgrazing 
• Low levels of water abstraction 

 

Table 2 Data for River Mease SAC 

Description Data 

Name and 
location 

River Mease SAC (SK260114) 
21.86 ha 
Crossed by the A42 and aligned beside the A513 to the west. The closest 
significant settlement is Ashby - de - la - Zouch. The river feeds into the 
Tame and ultimately the Trent. 
 

Reasons for 
designation 

H3260. Water courses of plain to montane levels with the Ranunculion 
fluitantis and Callitricho-Batrachion vegetation; Rivers with floating 
vegetation often dominated by water-crowfoot  
S1092. Austropotamobius pallipes; White-clawed (or Atlantic stream) 
crayfish  
S1149. Cobitis taenia; Spined loach  
S1163. Cottus gobio; Bullhead  
S1355. Lutra lutra; Otter 
 

Conservation 
Objectives 

Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as 
appropriate, and ensure that the site contributes to achieving the 
Favourable Conservation Status of its Qualifying Features, by maintaining 
or restoring;  

• The extent and distribution of qualifying natural habitats and habitats 
of qualifying species  

• The structure and function (including typical species) of qualifying 
natural habitats  

• The structure and function of the habitats of qualifying species  

• The supporting processes on which qualifying natural habitats and the 
habitats of qualifying species rely  

• The populations of qualifying species, and,  

• The distribution of qualifying species within the site.  
 

Key factors 
affecting site 
integrity 

General requirements: maintenance of water quality and availability 
requires management to minimise pollution inputs and inappropriate 
water abstraction.  The river’s natural structure and form should be 
maintained to support a natural flow regime, including the avoidance of 
constriction of the river or blockage of its floodplain. 
 
Watercourse (Ranunculus) habitat: a natural flow regime is required for 
maintenance of natural erosion and sedimentation processes and hence 
the channel morphology. Riparian areas and the wider catchment need to 
be managed to avoid excessive run-off of soil particles and nutrients into 
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Description Data 

the river. The structure and composition of bankside and aquatic 
vegetation should be maintained. 
 
All species: maintenance of suitable habitat and appropriate management 
helps to ensure the provision of habitat suitable for spawning and shelter, 
including gravel –dominated substrate with areas of sand and silt, patchy 
vegetation cover provided by submerged and marginal macrophyte 
assemblages, slack water resting pools for fish, a presence of submerged 
woody debris, and presence of artificial barriers. Any exploitation of fish 
population or other native animals or plants should be at a sustainable 
level, without manipulation of the river’s natural capacity to support them 
or augmentation by excessive stocking. The absence of introduced/ alien 
species is important. Otter; maintenance of terrestrial habitat with cover 
and holt sites provided by dense scrub mature trees along river banks. 
Maintenance of suitably low levels of disturbance. 

Vulnerability • Water quality and quantity are vital to the European interests, whilst 
competition for water resources is high. 
• Diffuse pollution and excessive sedimentation are catchment-wide issues 
which have the potential to affect the site. 

 

Table 3 Data for Ensor’s Pool SAC 

Description Data 

Name and 
location 

Ensor’s Pool SAC (SP348903) 
3.8 ha 
Lies on the outskirts of Nuneaton. 
 

Reasons for 
designation 

Annex II species: 
White-clawed crayfish Austropotamobius pallipes 
 

Conservation 
Objectives 

Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as 
appropriate, and ensure that the site contributes to achieving the 
Favourable Conservation Status of its Qualifying Features, by maintaining 
or restoring;  

• The extent and distribution of the habitats of qualifying species  

• The structure and function of the habitats of qualifying species  

• The supporting processes on which the habitats of qualifying species 
rely  

• The populations of qualifying species, and,  

• The distribution of qualifying species within the site.  
 

Key factors 
affecting site 
integrity 

The crayfish population has developed in a flooded brick-pit that has been 
abandoned for fifty years. The area was unmanaged and was used as de 
facto public open space. The crayfish would be vulnerable to pollution and 
introduction of non-native crayfish, through uncontrolled access. To 
address this, since 1995 the area has been leased by Nuneaton and 
Bedworth Borough Council and is managed as a Local Nature Reserve. 
Increased visitor pressure may increase the management effort 
undertaken by Nuneaton and Bedworth Borough Council. 
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Description Data 

 
The results of a 2015 survey show that the once abundant population of 
white-clawed crayfish has now disappeared from the SAC (Natural 
England, 2015. White-clawed crayfish survey for Ensor’s Pool SSSI/SAC, 
Warwickshire. Improvement Programme for England’s Natura 2000 Sites 
(IPENS) Report No. IPENS065). The pool still provides a suitable habitat for 
crayfish with abundant emergent and submerged vegetation, under-cut 
banks providing potential refuges and shelter from predator and there 
appears to be good crayfish habitat around all of the pool. 
 

Vulnerability • Pollution 
• Introduction of non-native crayfish 
 

 

4.5 The key sensitivities of the three designated sites which the Glenfield NP could have 

an impact on are: 

• Water quality as a result of run-off / pollution and downstream effects as a result 

of hydrological connectivity;  

• Ecological links (such as migratory birds or mobile species); 

• Air pollution (caused by increased traffic movements or provision of polluting 

employment or other uses); 

• Increased recreational activity at European sites, such as physical damage by 

trampling, noise and visual presence, by walking, driving, fishing, etc. For 

example, the plan results in increases in visitor numbers to Rutland Water?; or 

• Renewable energy developments can disturb migration patterns and potentially 

harm protected birds. 

Glenfield Neighbourhood Plan  

5.1 The Glenfield NP encompasses the whole of the Parish of Glenfield and seeks to 

provide a Plan for the time period 2022 to 2029. 

5.2 The current Local Plan within Blaby District comprises of two documents and sets the 

strategic planning framework for the District until 2029: 

• Core Strategy (2013) 

• Delivery Development Plan Document (2019) 

5.3 A new District-wide Local Plan is currently in preparation with an adopted Plan due 

in 2023. At the time of writing the Council has recently completed a second round of 

Regulation 18 consultation. A Regulation 19 (Pre-submission) consultation is due in 

2022.  
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5.4 One of the basic conditions is that the Glenfield NP is in general conformity with the 

strategic policies of the area. 

5.5 The Glenfield NP indicates that it reflects community-wide comments, observations, 

concerns and ambitions about the future of the Parish. Taking these into account, 

the Glenfield NP sets out a Vision with aspirations and planning policies to help 

shape future development within Glenfield.  

5.6 The vision:  

“By 2029, Glenfield will be a vibrant, healthy, well balanced community that 

continues to be a great place to live, to be educated, to work and to visit whilst 

maintaining its historic character and separate identity with an attractive 

conservation area and variety of open spaces”.  

5.7 Nine objectives seek to guide actions for local sustainable development and cover 

the following themes: 

• Local character 

• Housing 

• Employment 

• Skills 

• Home working 

• Settlement boundary 

• Open space, biodiversity and amenity 

• Heritage 

• Health and well-being 

• Burial grounds and allotments 

5.8 The vision and objectives of the Glenfield NP will be delivered through the use of 30 

planning policies grouped into the following topics: 

• Housing and the built environment 

• Natural and historic environment 

• Climate change 

• Community facilities, health and well-being, transport and employment  

5.9 A number of policies are of particular relevance to the HRA screening exercise. Policy 

H1: Settlement Boundary supports new development within the settlement 

boundary, subject to the development meeting design and amenity considerations 
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as well as Neighbourhood Plan and Local Plan policies. Similarly, Policy H3: Windfall 

Development supports proposals for infill and redevelopment subject to a number of 

criteria being met.  

5.10 The policies represent the direction and policy aspirations of the Glenfield 

Neighbourhood Plan, and are the basis for the screening assessment for HRA.  

5.11 The Glenfield NP is broadly in conformity with the strategic policies of the adopted 

development plan but there are currently some exceptions relating to strategic 

greenfield designations and employment policies which will need further 

consideration. The strategic policies of the adopted Local Plan comprises the Blaby 

District Local Plan Core Strategy (2013) and updated Core Strategy Policy 15 Open 

space, sport and recreation (2019).  

Glenfield Neighbourhood Plan HRA screening 

6.1 In terms of assessing the policies within the Glenfield NP for the potential effects 

they may have on the European designated sites, Table 4 considers the potential 

sensitivities, where relevant, for each policy as part of the HRA screening 

assessment. 

Table 4 – Assessment of Policies 

Policy Consideration of effects on the internationally designated sites 

H1: Settlement 
boundary 

Supports development proposals within the settlement boundary where 
they comply with Neighbourhood Plan and Local Plan policies and design 
and amenity considerations. 
Potential impacts: 
Increased recreational activity - The policy supports additional housing 
sites within the existing settlement boundary and may bring additional 
population into the area. Due to its appeal as a regional tourist attraction, 
there is some potential for the new residents to visit Rutland Water. The 
other European sites are not vulnerable to recreation pressures. 
Therefore, out of the three European sites, impact is likely to be greatest 
on the Rutland Water SPA. 
Notwithstanding this, the number of people that would result from the 
scale of housing proposed would be limited. Also, there are a number of 
other valued parks, gardens and recreational sites in the District of Blaby 
and nearby, such as the Grand Union Canal, Fosse Meadows, Burbage 
Common and the Charnwood Forest etc, which can fulfil a number of 
recreational activities more locally, potentially reducing the need to travel 
to Rutland Water SPA. 
Anglian Water and Natural England have existing mechanisms in place to 
ensure the most sensitive parts of Rutland Water are protected from the 
impacts of tourism. 
Air pollution - new housing development may cause air pollution in the 
local vicinity due to increased traffic movements but Glenfield is a 
significant distance from the European sites. 
Water quality - new housing development (and a burial facility if a site can 
be found) may impact on water quality due to additional run-
off/downstream activity in the local vicinity but Glenfield is a significant 
distance from and not hydrologically connected to the European sites. 
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Policy Consideration of effects on the internationally designated sites 

Overall, given the limited scale of development, more local recreational 
opportunities and the distance to Rutland Water, this policy to support 
housing and other development will have no significant effect on the 
European sites. 

H2: Housing Mix Proposals for new housing should provide a mix of housing giving priority 
to 2 and 3 bedroom homes and homes for older people. 
Policy affects the type of development and so will result in no significant 
effect on the European sites. 

H3: Windfall 
Development  

Supports proposal for infill and redevelopment subject to a number of 
criteria. 
Some potential to have combined effects with Policy H1 in terms of 
recreational activity, air pollution and water quality. However, the limited 
number of opportunities will result in no significant effect on the 
European sites either alone or in combination. 

H4: Affordable 
Housing 

Supports opportunities to provide affordable housing and how this is 
delivered. 
Policy affects the type of development and so will result in no significant 
effect on the European sites. 

H5: Design Principles Sets out a number of principles to which development proposals should 
have regard to including landscape, amenity, sustainable design and 
construction, energy efficiency and biodiversity. 
Parts of the policy affect aspects relating to climate change and 
biodiversity but the impacts will be localised and so will result in no 
significant effect on the European sites. 

ENV1: Local Green 
Spaces 

Identifies two sites to be protected as Local Green Spaces. 
Potential impacts: 
Recreational activity - This will ensure access to green spaces for the 
current and future population of Glenfield Parish, thereby reducing the 
need for local people to have to travel further afield to access green 
spaces, resulting in people not travelling to the designated sites for these 
kinds of opportunities.   
This policy protects the most valuable local green spaces in the Parish and 
so will have no significant effect on the European sites. 

ENV2: Air Quality Development proposal should take account of the impact on air quality 
and proposals resulting in the improvement of air quality or minimise 
reliance on less sustainable transport modes will be supported. 
The policy relates to air pollution but the impacts will be localised and so 
will result in no significant effect on the European sites. 

ENV3: Important 
Open Spaces 

Seeks to protect 38 open spaces of value for sport, recreation, beauty, 
amenity, tranquillity, community led biodiversity enhancement or green 
spaces. 
The policy relates to recreational activity but the impacts will be localised 
and so will result in no significant effect on the European sites. 

ENV3: Sites of 
Natural Environment 
Significance 

Seeks to protect sites of local or wider significance in terms of natural 
environment features. 
The policy seeks to protect local natural environment features but the 
impacts will be localised and so will result in no significant effect on the 
European sites. 

ENV4: Biodiversity Development proposals to safeguard habitats and species in line with 
national policy. 
The policy seeks to protect biodiversity but the impacts will be localised 
and so will result in no significant effect on the European sites. 

ENV5: Rothley Green 
Wedge 
 

Supports development proposals in the Green Wedge where they include 
environmental improvements (biodiversity, flood mitigation), retain open 
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Policy Consideration of effects on the internationally designated sites 

and undeveloped character, retain / create green networks and wildlife 
corridors, retain or enhance public access and within certain uses.  
The policies aims to improve the green infrastructure features within the 
defined Green Wedge but the impacts will be localised and so will result 
in no significant effect on the European sites. 

ENV6: Area of 
Separation 

Seeks to designate Western Park Golf Course as an Area of Separation to 
prevent further physical and visual coalescence between Leicester and 
Glenfield. 
The policy seeks to protect land from further development but the 
impacts will be localised and so will result in no significant effect on the 
European sites. 

ENV7: Protection of 
Sites of Historic 
Environment 
Significance 

Seeks to protect sites of local significance for their historical features. 
The policy protects local heritage (archaeology) assets and so will result in 
no significant effect on the European Sites. 

ENV8: Local Heritage 
Assets 

Seeks to protect a number of buildings as non-designated local heritage 
assets. 
The policy protects local heritage assets and so will result in no significant 
effect on the European Sites. 

ENV8: Ridge and 
Furrow 

Seeks to protect areas of ridge and furrow as non-designated local 
heritage assets. 
The policy protects local heritage assets (ridge and furrow) and so will 
result in no significant effect on the European Sites. 

CC1: Flood Risk 
Resilience 

Requires development proposals in Flood Zones and areas of surface 
water flood risk to demonstrate the benefits of development outweigh 
the harm; supports new floodwater management infrastructure and 
demonstration of other flood management measures. 
The policy seeks to reduce flood risk and so will result in no significant 
effect on the European Sites. 

CC2: Energy Efficient 
Buildings 

Seeks design and construction of new buildings to optimise energy 
efficiency targeting zero carbon emissions. 
The policy seeks to reduce carbon emissions through energy efficiency but 
the impacts will be localised and so will result in no significant effect on 
the European sites. 

CC3: Electric Vehicles Seeks electric charging points for new residential properties and 
communal charging points. 
The policy seeks to reduce greenhouse gas emissions through vehicle 
electric charging infrastructure but the impacts will be localised and so 
will result in no significant effect on the European sites. 

CC4: Working from 
Home 

Supports proposals for working from home subject to a number of 
criteria. 
The policy contributes to reducing greenhouse gas emissions by reducing 
commuting journeys but the impacts will be localised and so will result in 
no significant effect on the European sites. 

CF1: Retention of 
Existing Community 
facilities and 
Amenities 

Seeks to prevent the loss of local facilities. 
The policy contributes to reducing greenhouse gas emissions by retaining 
local facilities but the impacts will be localised and so will result in no 
significant effect on the European sites. 

CF2: New or 
Improved Community 
facilities 

Supports the development of new community facilities subject to criteria. 
Some potential to have combined effects with Policy H1 and H3 in terms 
of air pollution and water quality. However, the limited number of 
opportunities are will result in no significant effect on the European sites 
either alone or in combination. 

CF3: Schools Supports the development of new schools subject to criteria. 
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Policy Consideration of effects on the internationally designated sites 

Some potential to have combined effects with Policy H1 and H3 in terms 
of air pollution and water quality. However, the limited number of 
opportunities will result in no significant effect on the European sites 
either alone or in combination. 

CF4: Medical 
Facilities 

Supports the development of new medical facilities subject to criteria. 
Some potential to have combined effects with Policy H1 and H3 in terms 
of air pollution and water quality. However, the limited number of 
opportunities will result in no significant effect on the European sites 
either alone or in combination. 

CF5: Retail Outlets Supports retail development within designated local shopping centres. 
The policy will have no significant effect on the European sites. 

CF6: Burial Facility Supports the provision of a burial facility for Glenfield.  
A burial ground may impact on water quality due to additional run-
off/downstream activity in the local vicinity but Glenfield is a significant 
distance from and not hydrologically connected to the European sites.  
The policy will have no significant effect on the European sites. 

ENV10: Walking for 
Recreation and 
Amenity 

Seeks to prevent loss to the network of walking routes and support 
development proposals that link into the existing network and/or 
community amenities. 
The policy contributes to providing sustainable travel and reducing vehicle 
travel and associated air pollution but the impacts will be localised and so 
will result in no significant effect on the European sites. 

E1: Support for 
Existing Employment 
Opportunities 

Seeks to protect existing employment premises from redevelopment. 
The policy seeks to maintain the current situation and so will result in no 
significant effect on the European sites. 

E2: Support for new 
Employment 
Opportunities 

Supports new employment development within the existing settlement 
boundary and small scale leisure/tourism or employment related 
development appropriate to the countryside subject to a number of 
criteria. 
Some potential to have combined effects with Policy H1 in terms of air 
pollution and water quality. However, the limited number of 
opportunities will result in no significant effect on the European sites 
either alone or in combination. 

T1: Traffic 
Management 

Seeks to minimise the increase in vehicle traffic associated with new 
development. 
The policy contributes to reducing traffic and air pollution but the impacts 
will be localised and so will result in no significant effect on the European 
sites. 

T2: Car Parking Seeks to protect existing off street car parking and support new proposals. 
The policy will have no significant effect on the European sites. 

 

6.2 Table 4 outlines the effects that the policies of the Glenfield NP are considered to 

have on the European sites. Regard must also be given to the cumulative effect of 

plans. 

6.3 At the District level, the Glenfield Neighbourhood Plan is broadly in general 

conformity with the strategic policies of the Blaby District Local Plan (Core Strategy) 

but some exceptions are currently noted. Other relevant plans include the Blaby 

Local Plan Delivery DPD. Both these documents were subject to an appropriate 

assessment screening opinion and these concluded that the Core Strategy and the 

Delivery DPD, either alone or in combination with other plans, is unlikely to have a 
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significant effect on any of the designated sites within 40km of the boundary of 

Blaby District, so a full appropriate assessment was not required.  

6.4 The assessment above has shown that the Glenfield NP is not likely to have any 

effect on a European site. In the absence of there being any effect upon a European 

site, there is no need to consider the potential for effects in-combination. 

6.5 The main issues highlighted by the current HRA screening exercise relate to: 

• Recreational activity – new housing development may increase the population of 

the area. Due to its appeal as a regional tourist attraction, there is some 

potential for the new residents to visit Rutland Water. The other European sites 

are not vulnerable to recreation pressures. Notwithstanding this, the number of 

people resulting from the scale of housing proposed would be modest. Also, 

there are a number of other valued parks, gardens and recreational sites in the 

District of Blaby and nearby, such as the Grand Union Canal, Fosse Meadows, 

Burbage Common and the Charnwood Forest etc, which can fulfil a number of 

recreational activities more locally, potentially reducing the need to travel to 

Rutland Water. Anglian Water and Natural England have existing mechanisms in 

place to ensure the most sensitive parts of Rutland Water are protected from the 

impacts of tourism. 

• Air pollution - new housing and other development may cause air pollution in the 

local vicinity due to increased traffic movements but Glenfield is a significant 

distance from the European sites. 

• Water quality - new housing and other development may impact on water 

quality due to additional run-off/downstream activity in the local vicinity but 

Glenfield is a significant distance from and not hydrologically connected to the 

European sites. 

 

HRA Screening Conclusion 

7.7 A screening assessment has been carried out to determine whether or not the 

Glenfield NP is likely to have a significant effect on any of the designated European 

sites. 

7.8 The Glenfield NP sets out a vision, objectives and planning policies to guide 

development in the Parish until 2029. It supports windfall housing development and 

proposals for local services and facilities within the existing settlement boundary. 

The proposed development included in the Glenfield NP could have a range of 

effects, but not significant, during the construction period and after completion.  

7.9 The HRA screening exercise has shown that the Glenfield Neighbourhood Plan alone, 

or in combination with other plans, is unlikely to have a significant effect on any of 
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the European sites within approximately 40km of the Parish boundary for the 

following reasons: 

• There are no European sites (ie, SACs or SPAs) within the Parish of Glenfield. 

• Whilst windfall housing and other small scale development supported, the scale 

of growth is limited and may result in recreation, water quality or air quality 

impacts but not significant effects. 

• In terms of recreation, the Parish of Glenfield is a significant distance (some 

50km by road) from the internationally designated wildlife site that is most 

attractive to visitors / tourists (Rutland Water SPA) and there are more local large 

scale recreation attractions to accommodate any increase to visitor numbers 

potentially generated from housing growth. Ensor’s Pool SAC and the River 

Mease SAC are not vulnerable to recreation pressures. 

• Ensor’s Pool SAC and the River Mease SAC are more vulnerable to water quality 

issues but are not linked hydrologically to the Parish of Glenfield.  

• Air quality issues are likely to be modest and the Parish of Glenfield is a 

significant distance from the European sites. 

7.10 Taking this information into account, it is concluded that a full Habitats Regulations 

Appropriate Assessment of the Glenfield Neighbourhood Plan is not required. 
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Appendix 1 Map of European Sites 

Map illustrating the European sites (ie, Special Areas of Conservation and Special Protection 

Areas) and their relationship with the District of Blaby 
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Appendix 2 - Responses from Consultation Bodies 
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END 


